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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
CHARLESTON , IL--The goal of Eastern I l linois University ' s
Department of Special Education is to " train personnel to work
with individuals with handicapping conditions ; or those at risk
for handicapping conditions; or individuals considered exceptional-those who are ' gifted ', " according to Dr . Kathlene Shank, department
chairperson .
She said she is prou." of Eastern ' s special education program
which

educ~tes

students Qh how to teach those with handicapping

conditions.
- more -

SPECIAL EDUCATION

ADD 1/1/1/1

Learning disabilities, mental retardation and behavioral
disorders are the three areas in which students can specialize
at the undergraduate level.

In addition, courses at the graduate

level address gifted education, supervision, curricu lum, and
early childhood.
Personnel are also prepared to work with children from
birth to 5-years-old, and their families, and with individuals
with exceptionalities from kindergarten through adulthood .
Shank said the department currently has 297 undergraduates
and 83 graduate level students.
Eastern has one of the best programs in the state, according
to Shank.

"Many (counselors) tell students they should come

to Eastern for their undergraduate studies ."
Shank said the department ' s curriculum has a scope and
sequence.

Each course a student takes introduces more material

which builds on that taught in previous courses.
Shank said writing is "woven into" the curriculum.

Students

are required to write assessments, critiques and other documents
which they will use in their future positions.
As an example , Shank says in their second course , undergraduates
observe children with handicapping conditions.

In a later course,

they learn methods to form a plan to modify those behaviors
which they observed .

She says all instructors in the department

teach the same material.
-more-
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SFECIAL EDUCATION

Students are required to student teach for 16 weeks.

Eight

weeks in regular or early childhood special education and eight
weeks in one of the three special education specialty areas.
Undergraduates must also meet certain university and departmental
requirements before they are allowed to student teach.
Eastern required that students have at least a 2.5 cumulative
grade point average (GPA), a grade no lower than a C in certain
courses, health clearance and they must also pass a speech test.
The department has expanded upon these standards.

Their

students must have a 2.5 GPA in special education , eight hours
of volunteer work for two semesters with .people with handicaps ,
and 100 to 300 hours of supervised and evaluated work with children
with handicaps.
Upon graduation , students may receive various certificates.
The standard special certificate is called a Type 10 , and another
which students may seek is the Early Childhood Handicapped Letter
of Approval.

To receive one of these , students must pass a

basic skills test and subject skills test on their specialty
area .
If students complete the Early Childhood Handicapped program,
they receive both certificates .
According to Shank , about one- third of the special education
majors at Eastern are on scholarships .

The Special Education

Teacher Scholarship and the Teacher Shortage Scholarship are
among the scholarships available to undergraduates .
Teacher Association Scholarship is given to juniors .

The Parent
Other

scholarships based on financial need are also available.
- more-

ADD 3/3/3/3

SPECIAL EDUCATION

The Department of Special Education graduates about 55
to 60 certified people a year .

"There's an excellent job market

(for special education graduates)," said Shank .

The department

receives over 1 , 300 job calls a year from public schools and
agencies.
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